Board of Appraisal Special Meeting Minutes
January 15th, 2014

[bookmark: _GoBack] MINUTES OF THE
SPECIAL BOARD OF APPRAISAL MEETING
January 15th, 2014

Call to order and roll call 
The meeting was called to order by Mike Petrus, Vice Chairman at 2:00 p.m. 

Those Board members present at roll call:
Mike Petrus, Vice Chairman
Erik Clinite
Mark Keller
James Heaslet
Joe Stroud 
Kevin Yeanoplos
Frank Ugenti 

All members except Mike Petrus appeared telephonically.

Jeff Nolan was absent.  However, a quorum was achieved.

Staff Attendance:
Debra Rudd, Executive Director
Jeanne Galvin, Assistant Attorney General

After the roll was called, Mike Petrus read the agenda item to discuss, consider and possibly take action relating to the proposed legislation. He then asked Debra Rudd to give an update on what was happening with the bill. She reported that the deadline for the bill to be introduced was Thursday, January 16 at 5:00 p.m., thus to allow the Board members time to decide if they want to go forward with this bill, the special meeting was necessary.  

Frank Ugenti then gave a summary of the response from the Legislative stakeholder meetings that have been held and that those in attendance had no objections to the general concepts of the bill.  He outlined a section of the bill that was contentious, relates to the attempt to block frivolous complaints being filed against the appraiser members for doing their duty for the Board.    He informed the Board that the language suggested to Legislative Council was not exactly the same as what was written by Leg. Council in the draft they have before them.  However, upon reflection by several of the Board members, the language was found to be very similar and the concept was the same.  Mike Petrus stated it was going to be contentious no matter what language is used.  Kevin Yeanoplos agreed and said he understands why the appraiser members would want this. Joe Stroud said he also thought it was worthwhile to have this language in the bill.   

Mike Petrus pointed out that in today’s meeting the wording cannot be changed.  The wording can be changed later down the road, but there was not enough time to have the Legislative Council revise any part of the bill before the deadline.  He said their choice was to go forward and approve it as it is, or drop it and not have the bill introduced this session.  Frank Ugenti said there have been at least three stakeholder’s meetings, about ten hours involved of several stakeholders’ time, input and consensus building thus they should move forward. 
 
James Heaslet said he would rather have a good plan today than a better plan tomorrow.  He believes they have about 90% of what they want in this bill, and he would like to go forward.  Erik Clinite agreed and said changing a word here or there does not change the idea and to go forward.  Mark Keller also agreed and noted the amount of time and effort that has been given so far by stakeholders and members.  James Heaslet motioned to move the legislation forward as it is.  Joe Stroud seconded the motion.  He then added that the Board needs to be actively involved if there are any amendments to this bill.  

The members of the Board then unanimously voted in favor of the motion with 7 ayes - 0 nays and 1 absent. 

As to the second agenda item about giving the Executive Director direction, the members thought this was a better discussion for Friday’s meeting.  Frank Ugenti outlined some of the areas that will be contentious and wanted members to consider them for Friday’s meeting:  

1)	The Board members exemption from complaints; 
2)	Taking fees out of statute and putting it to rules which would possibly circumvent Proposition 108;  
3)	Civil penalties funding into the appraisal board fund instead of the general fund;   
4)	The failure to have the bond changed from $50,000 to $100,000 to $20,000 and $50,000 as the Board and stakeholder’s wanted.

Debra Rudd informed the members that she will contact Pele (Peacock) at the House of Representatives to inform her of the decision of the Board. This bill will likely be heard in the Commerce Committee which Representative Brophy McGee, the sponsor of the bill sits upon. The Chairman of this committee is Representative Tom Forese.

There being no further business, the meeting was then adjourned at 2:30 p.m.


